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Dear Friends,
It’s a dynamic time to be working with individuals and families
experiencing homelessness!

• Rapid Rehousing enables us to provide shorter-term and less
intensive assistance for households experiencing homelessness

On one hand, it’s discouraging to hear that the homeless count rose
by 23% in Los Angeles County this past year. This increase is due to
a variety of factors, including the rising cost of housing, low vacancy
rates, the prevalence of a not-in-my-backyard
syndrome, and stagnant income levels.

• Prevention enables us to stop homelessness before people
actually lose their housing.
Here at Union Station, we’re focused on
these new models of service to dramatically
reduce—and
ultimately
eliminate—
homelessness in our community. We’re proud
to be leaders in the homeless services field
and we’re committed to making significant inroads to help our fellow
human beings find a path out of homelessness.

“It’s a dynamic time
to be in the field.”

On the other hand, it’s an exciting time to be
in the field. We expect to see a historic ramp
up of services over the next 10 years, thanks to new funding from
Measure H (for a myriad of support services), and Measure HHH (for
construction of 10,000 low-income housing units in the City of LA).

We are excited for the months ahead, as we continue to lead the way
to ending homelessness in our community.
We can’t do it without you - our incredible donors - who ensure that our
work is possible. While we are seeing an influx of funds, these dollars
are highly restricted. Thanks to your generous support, we are able to
embrace best practices that are improving the way that we engage
with our homeless community members:
• Extensive Outreach Services allow us to connect participants
with services by reaching out to where they are rather than
waiting for them to come to us

On behalf of our staff and Board of Directors, I want to say thank you
for your support and camaraderie. We couldn’t do it without you!
With respect,

John Brauer, CEO

To read more about the services we offer, visit
unionstationhs.org.

• Housing First allows us to offer permanent, affordable housing
without preconditions, followed by wrap-around support services
to keep people housed for good

John Brauer, CEO
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Dinner In The Park
For over 45 years, thousands of community members have come together in solidarity to celebrate
hope and share a delicious meal during our free Thanksgiving Dinner in the Park. Individuals
and families in need, as well as hundreds of volunteers, gather in the spirit of giving to break
bread and share a sense of fellowship.
You can be part of this annual tradition! Sign up to volunteer to help feed thousands
of people. Volunteers help set up the event, cook, serve meals, and clean up. Online
volunteer registration for Thanksgiving 2017 will open on Wednesday, November
1st at 9:00am.
If you can’t join us on Thanksgiving Day, you can still make a difference
by donating items for our holiday meal! Union Station is accepting store-bought pies,
canned food and soda, bottled water, kitchen supplies, and other items for Thanksgiving.
We will also need Sack Lunch donations the week of Thanksgiving, which is a great
project to do with your family and friends!
We are thankful for the generosity of community members
who help us provide for so many each year. The donations
we receive help ensure that every single person in need of a
meal is able to receive one!

Want to Volunteer?

For information regarding volunteering, donations,
event sponsorship, and our Wish List, please visit:
unionstationhs.org/dip.
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Christmas At The Station

Meet Thomas

This year, Union Station will be celebrating Christmas at the Station on
Monday, December 25th, at our Adult Center on Raymond. With your help,
the impact of this event will be huge! Volunteer registration opens on
Friday, December 1st at 9:00 am!

Visit unionstationhs.org to learn more!

Leadership Circle Annual
Reception
Thomas has been a regular volunteer, helping serve breakfast
on Thursdays for the past 14 years. His favorite thing about
volunteering is the atmosphere of caring people and volunteers he
serves alongside of.

Leadership Circle Members from our Benefactor, Partnership, Executive,
and President’s Circle Levels gathered to hear exciting updates about
Union Station’s growing programs from CEO, John Brauer and Board
Chair, Alan Maltun.
Special thanks to Mitch Kauffman & Joanne Moran for graciously opening
up their home for this annual special event.

To learn more about the benefits of joining the Leadership Circle, visit:
unionstationhs.org/LC

“In the kitchen, we are all on the same level playing field. We are all
trying to help people and it doesnt matter who you are or what you
do outside of these walls,” says Thomas.
When asked about his motivation for serving, Thomas replied
“Everyone deserves a second chance. I will always defend people
that cannot seem to get back into the stream of life. It’s not as easy
as getting a job and anything I can do to help, I will.”
Thank you Thomas for your dedication! #partofthesolution
For more information on how to become a volunteer at Union Station, visit:
unionstationhs.org/volunteer

A NIGHT OF MAGIC!
NOVEMBER 1, 2017 @ THE ROSE
5:30 pm - Sponsor Reception
6:30 pm - General Admission
7:00 pm - Dinner & Show
Join us for Evening for the Station, A Night of Magic featuring top
magicians and illusionists that are sure to amaze! You don’t want
to miss this magical evening in support of Union Station’s life
changing programs.
Our night of magic unfolds on Wednesday, November 1st at The
Rose in Pasadena. Tickets include a magical performance and
buffet dinner.
For ticket and sponsorship information, please visit:

UNIONSTATIONHS.ORG/EFTS2017

TALENT INCLUDES:
MIKE CAVENEY
Magician / Emcee

TINA LENERT
Magician & Mime

CHEF ANTON
Illusionist

JOHNNY ACE PALMER
Close-Up Magician

Young Leaders Society
Young Leaders Society Night Out
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Are you a professional looking
to make a real difference in your
community?

The Young Leaders Society (YLS)
HOMELESS SERVICES
is a group of young professionals,
ages 21-39, who are dedicated to
supporting the mission of Union Station Homeless Services.
To learn more, visit: unionstationhs.org/yls.

Don’t miss a fun night out with YLS on Thursday, October 4th at the
Ice House in Pasadena! 60% of all ticket sales will support Union
Station Homeless Services!

Purchase Tickets Today!
icehousecomedy.com

YOU CAN BE
#PARTOFTHESOLUTION

2017 Homeless Count Results
Total Homeless Population
Los Angeles County, 2016-2017
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Total: 57,794
Sheltered
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The 2017 Homeless Count published in May reveals that nearly 58,000 people are
homeless in Los Angeles County on any given night, up 23% since 2016.1
“We were surprised by the magnitude of the increase because last year we were able to
bring more resources to the community, and we housed more people than ever before,”
says Union Station’s Chief Program Officer, Ryan Izell. The count shows that more than
14,000 people moved out of homelessness into permanent housing in 2017 and up
61% since 2014.
While we’re making a real impact, the fact is that people are falling into homelessness
at an alarming rate. This year, more than 8,000 people fell into homelessness for the
first time. The prime reason: Los Angeles is simply unaffordable. About 6 out of 10
Angelenos pay more than 30% of their income towards housing, and 1 in 3 pay more
than 50%.2
“People are overly burdened by the cost of housing,” says Izell. “Rents are rising while
wages are stagnant, and public benefits meant to provide for vulnerable populations,
such as social security disability
insurance, are well below the income
rate needed to afford even the most You can help end homelessness and make a dent
basic housing-- the holes in the
in the housing crisis. To learn more, visit:
social safety net are just too wide.”

Are You A Landlord?

For More Information
1. https://goo.gl/HwQ7T9.

Unionstationhs.org/psh

Or contact Keisha at khosea@unionstationhs.org.

2. https://goo.gl/ZCoHpM

March Home Recap
On Saturday, June 10th, Union Station hosted the first annual March Home, a family
friendly walk through Pasadena to help end homelessness, one step at a time. Over 100
community members joined us as we walked from Pasadena’s iconic Centennial Square
on a three mile
route through Pasadena, and passed three of Union
Station’s permanent supportive housing programs.
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This first time event raised almost $20,000 in
support of our life-changing services! A big thank
you to everyone who contributed to the event,
especially Gina Long, our biggest fundraiser!

